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A member of the Koret Task Force on K-12 Education,
E. Donald Hirsch is the founder and chairman of the non-
profit Core Knowledge Foundation, which promotes excel-
lence and fairness in early education by conducting research
on curricula, developing books and other materials for par-
ents and teachers, and offering workshops for teachers. He
is also a professor emeritus of education and humanities at
the University of Virginia. He has authored several
acclaimed books on education issues, including the best-
seller Cultural Literacy: What Every American Needs to Know
(1987) and The Schools We Need and Why We Don’t Have
Them (1996), which was recognized by the New York Times
as a Notable Book in 1996. The holder of a Ph.D. from
Yale University, he is a member of the American Academy
of Arts and Sciences and the International Academy of

Education.
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