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ExXECUTIVE SUMMARY

This essay describes the origins of the divided China problem and how
it has become the most troublesome factor in Sino-U.S. relations. From
interviews and documentary evidence, the authors argue that Taiwan
and mainland China achieved a détente in April 1993 and agreed on
rules for negotiations to take place. Rather than propose a federation
formula for resolving the Taiwan-China sovereignty issue, and to
counter the 1979 federation proposal offered by Beijing’s leaders, the
Lee Teng-hui administration tried to redefine Taiwan’s relationship with
“China” and win U.S. support for its strategy, thereby undermining
Sino-U.S. relations and aggravating Taiwan—mainland China relations.
The authors propose how the divided China problem might be peace-
fully resolved and argue that the U.S. government and Congress should
extend military support for the Republic of China regime only on the
condition that it negotiate with the People’s Republic of China regime
under the “one-China” principle to resolve the divided China problem.



