
Suggestions For Further Reading

• Zeyno Baran, Torn Country: Turkey between Secularism and Islamism (Hoover Institution Press, 2010),
examines in detail the ongoing struggle between Turkey’s Islamist and secular factions.

• Andrew Finkel, Turkey: What Everyone Needs to Know (Oxford University Press, 2012) offers a basic and
up-to-date introduction.

• The CIA fact book is useful and contains good background information, https://www.cia.gov/library/
publications/the-world-factbook/geos/tu.html.

• Birol Yesilada and Barry Rubin, eds., Islamization of Turkey under the AKP Rule (Routledge, 2013),
contains an introduction and six expert essays on contemporary Turkish politics and society.

• The journal Turkish Studies often contains valuable articles, sometimes in special issues. For example,
Volume 12, Issue 4 (2011) is on “Turkey and the Middle East” and Volume 13, Issue 2 (2012) is on “The 
Issues and Consequences of the 2011 Turkish Elections.”

• Among English-language editions of Turkish newspapers available on the Internet, Sabah is pro-AKP,
Hurriyet is usually anti-AKP, and Zaman has a moderate Islamist viewpoint.
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Is our NATO ally Turkey emerging as a regional 
power that is hostile, neutral, or can remain a 
partner to American strategic concerns?
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