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THREE TWEETS TO MIDNIGHT
Effects of the Global Information Ecosystem
on the Risk of Nuclear Conﬂict
“A gripping story of how social media can result in a nuclear catastrophe, either through a blunder or through the actions of a malignant
provocateur. No issue could be timelier or more important, considering the proﬂigate use of tweets today by the president and other
government ofﬁcials, and the need for deliberation in dealing with
national security crises.”
—WILLIAM J. PERRY, 19th US Secretary of Defense

“Highlights new and rising dangers that social media pose to managing any future great power crisis, and in the extreme to avoiding
nuclear war. It is a must-read for policy makers, legislators, foreign
policy experts, nuclear strategists, and indeed for any serious student
of national security.”
—JAMES N. MILLER, former US Under Secretary of Defense for Policy

“The next nuclear crisis will be tweeted. How decision makers cope
with the increasing speed and volume of information during that crisis
will weigh heavily on whether the world can avoid nuclear catastrophe.
The authors in this volume brilliantly help us understand—and get
ahead of—the challenges from today’s information ecosystem.”
—KEITH PORTER, President, the Stanley Center for Peace and Security

“ We know that the new media environment has an impact on nuclear
crises, but how and when does it matter? This pathbreaking volume
assembles an impressive interdisciplinary lineup to explore these
questions with new frameworks, new evidence, and new arguments.
An important opening contribution to what is clearly a phenomenon
that is here to stay.”
—VIPIN NARANG, Associate Professor of Political Science at MIT
and a member of MIT’s Security Studies Program
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their role in reshaping how the world interacts. While platforms such
as Facebook and Twitter were once hailed as liberation technologies,
scholars increasingly began to worry about how the rapid changes
wrought by social media might also affect international security. An
early example of the kinds of interactions made possible by the emerging global information ecosystem was the unprecedented and combative use of social media by the US president to directly talk about
North Korea and its nuclear and missile programs. This raised the
immediate question of how such communications would be interpreted
in Pyongyang and whether direct, instantaneous, globally broadcast,
and potentially escalatory rhetoric could make the outbreak of a catastrophic war with North Korea more likely.
Over an informal conversation in mid-2017 at Stanford University’s
Center for International Security and Cooperation (CISAC), the organizers of this project began to ask if nuclear crises, like the one brewing
with the United States and North Korea, might be particularly susceptible to destabilizing effects from information driven through social
media. Decisions on the use of nuclear weapons would be made under
extreme stress, with imperfect information, potentially in just minutes,
by a small group of advisers or a single decision maker. No decision
would be more fraught, with millions of lives in the balance. Yet the
psychology of it would be prone to leading decision makers to engage
in heuristic thinking, leaving them vulnerable to emotional responses
and misinterpretation.
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