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My present academic appointment at Stanford Univer-
sity’s Hoover Institution enables me, as a member of
the Koret Task Force on K–12 Education, to meet twice

a year with its distinguished members—John Chubb, Williamson
Evers, Chester Finn, Eric Hanushek, Paul Hill, E.D. Hirsch, Caro-
line Hoxby, Tom Loveless, Terry Moe, and Paul Peterson. I am
grateful to them for their oral and written comments on previous
versions of this book and to Hoover Director John Raisian and
Associate Director Richard Sousa for their encouragement and sup-
port.

Sponsored by the U.S. Department of Education, the National
Center on School Choice at Vanderbilt University stimulated my
thinking and writing. My work there, including that on the Hand-
book of Research on School Choice, co-edited with the center’s Direc-
tor Mark Berends and colleagues Dale Ballou and Matthew
Springer, informed and motivated me in writing the present book.

For me, it is an honor to be a trustee of the Foundation for
Teaching Economics, which provides scholarships for high school
teachers and students to study economics. Until his death, Milton
Friedman, perhaps the most important school-choice leader of
modern times, advised the foundation. Its present board has two
Nobel laureates, Douglass North and Vernon Smith, as well as
board chairman William Hume, President Gary Walton, and other
leading academic and business leaders.
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and Genevieve Zottola. Needless to say, the opinions expressed and
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Chicago, Illinois
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