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The holder of a Ph.D. in economics from the University of

California, Los Angeles, John Raisian has been a Hoover

fellow since 1986 and director of the Hoover Institution

since 1989.  He was a member of the economics faculties at

the Un i versity of Washington and the Un i versity of Ho u s t o n ,

where he received a distinguished teaching award.  He also

served as special assistant for economic policy and director

of re s e a rch and technical support in the U.S. De p a rtment of

Labor during the first term of the Reagan administration,

where he received the Distinguished Service Award.  At the

end of his service in Washington, he served as executive

director of the President’s Task Force on Food Assistance, a

six-month assignment investigating the adequacy and effi-

ciency of the nation’s food assistance programs.  Be f o re joining

the Hoover Institution, he was president of an economic

consulting company in Los Angeles.  His current re s e a rc h

i n t e rests include the application of economic principles to

public policy formation, the appropriate role of gove r n m e n t

in society, and the importance of human capital accumulation

for productivity growth and economic prosperity.
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