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The holder of a Ph.D. in political science from the University
of Michigan, Richard Staar served as U.S. ambassador to the
Mutual and Balanced Force Reduction negotiations in
Vienna, Austria, 1981-83. Recent publications include
personal reminiscences, Born under a Lucky Star (2002),
Transition to Democracy in Poland (revised edition, 1998),
and The New Military in Russia: Ten Myths That Shape the
Image (1996). His current areas of research focus on the
political dynamics of Russia, including foreign policy as it
affects the United States; deterioration of the military,
which involves the global balance of power; and Vladimir
Putin’s leadership. He serves on the editorial boards of Orbis
and Mediterranean Quarterly. He taught at Duquesne
University during 1999 and 2000 as a visiting professor of
political science. His decorations include the Presidential

Legion of Merit.
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