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SHELBY STEELE

Research Fellow

Expertise: Race relations,American
social culture, identity politics

A Hoover fellow since 1994, Shelby Steele has written
widely on race in American society and the consequences of
contemporary social programs on race relations. His most
recent book is A Dream Deferred: The Second Betrayal of
Black Freedom in America (1999). He received the National
Book Ciritic’s Circle Award in 1990 in the general nonfiction
category for his book 7The Content of Our Character: A New
Vision of Race in America (1990). He has also written exten-
sively for major publications including the New York Times
and the Wall Street Journal. The holder of a Ph.D. in English
from the University of Utah, he is also a contributing editor
at Harper’smagazine. In 1991, his work on the documentary
Seven Days in Bensonhurst was recognized with an Emmy
Award, the Writers Guild of America Award for Documentary,
and the San Francisco Film Festival Award for Documentary
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