
U.S. interference in Cuban affairs. In effect it gives him a veto over
U.S. policy. Therefore the path of giving U.S. politicians a “way out”
won’t in fact work because Castro will twist it to his interests. Better to
just do it unilaterally on our own timetable.

For the time being it appears U.S. policy will remain reactive—to
Castro and to Cuban American pressure groups—irrespective of the
interests of Americans and Cubans as a whole. Like parrots, all presi-
dential hopefuls in the 2000 presidential elections propose varying ver-
sions of the current failed policy. We have made much here of the
negative role of the Cuba lobby, but we close by reiterating that their
advocacy has not usually been different in kind from that of other
pressure groups, simply much more effective. The buck falls on the
politicians who cannot see the need for, or are afraid to support, a new
policy for the post–cold war world.
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Forum, pp. 3–11, and John D. Harbron, “Everyone (Even Castro) Is
Preparing for Cuba after Castro,” Miami Herald, 6 August 1999.

24. See Juan Tamayo, “Average Cuban Says Economy Is Worse,” Miami
Herald, 30 March 1998; Juan Tamayo, “Havana Challenges Talk of a ’99
Exodus,”Miami Herald, 3 June 1999; Carlos Batista, “Mejora la economı́a
de la isla, pero no para el pueblo,” El Nuevo Herald, 26 November 1999.

25. William Ratliff, “ ‘Socialism or Death’ in Havana,” Washington Times, 14
October 1997; James Anderson, “Castro Casts Spell over Caribbean,”
Associated Press, 25 August 1998. British prime minister Tony Blair,
who emerged as NATO’s chief cheerleader, wrote in “A Military Alli-
ance, and More,” New York Times, 24 April 1999, that NATO must be
prepared to “right wrongs and prosecute just causes” around the world.

26. Richard Nuccio quoted by Wayne S. Smith in “Our Dysfunctional
Cuban Embargo,” Orbis, fall 1998, p. 536.

27. Michael Ranneberger, “U.S. Cuba Policy,” statement to U.S. House of
Representatives Subcommittee on Trade, 7 May 1998.

28. This and related dilemmas of U.S. foreign policy are discussed in a dif-
ferent context in David Fromkin, Kosovo Crossing: American Ideals Meet
Reality on the Balkan Battlefields (New York: Free Press, 1999).

29. An interview with Condoleezza Rice by Geneva Overholser, “Profile of
a Heavy Hitter,” Washington Post, 7 September 1999.
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