
ization. This new dynamic could neutralize Taiwan nationalism and
restart negotiations.

The recent political-ideological changes identified above reflect
that a titanic struggle for the hearts and minds of the Taiwan people is
underway in the first Chinese democracy. It is a struggle that cannot be
understood in terms of wealth distribution, class structure, or social
status. It is a struggle over ideas and passions that is dividing the Taiwan
people and even splitting families. The real test for this young de-
mocracy’s survival is whether tolerance and understanding of the dif-
ferent aspirations of the people on both sides of the Taiwan Strait can
prevail and provide a settlement of the divided China problem.

Can enough of Taiwan’s democrats insist that different visions of
Taiwan’s future coexist while engaging with mainland China under the
one-China principle? That means having a dialogue between the Tai-
wan and mainland authorities to forge a new political partnership. That
arrangement should preserve Taiwan’s democracy and its current au-
tonomy and assure Beijing’s leaders and elite that Taiwan is still part of
China, while both strive to develop a cooperative framework.15

Such a political partnership only can be established with the mutual
affirmation of an equitable one-China principle in which both parties
have equivalence and commit to the principle of equality under the
sovereignty of a one China. The mainland authorities already have
agreed to this interpretation of the one-China principle. The Taiwan
authorities should now agree to negotiate under the same principle.
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