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Linky Love, Snark Attacks,
and Fierce Debates about
Teacher Quality?

A peek inside the education blogosphere

BY MICHAEL J. PETRILLI

f I mentioned Thomas Friedman and
George Will, surely you would know
that they are among the nation’s most
influential newspaper columnists. But what
about Markos Moulitsas and Michelle
Malkin? If these names don’t ring a bell, you

Six of the top
10 education blogs

about 140,000 other web sites in the U.S.
(Compare that to edweek.org, which is
ranked about 40,000th.) But Jacobs is a big
fish in this small pond. Table 1 shows
that her site, along with Richardson’s
weblogg-ed.com, significantly outplaces

}glaven;t ex}}ilored }Ehe world of fV\tIEb logs, or f ocus on all competitors when measured by the
ogs for short. They are two of the nation’s number of other blogs linking to them
most influential bloggers. recently. This isn’t a perfect indicator of

Likewise, if T askegc(ig what Diane Ravitch, t ec h no I o q y -re I d t e d a blog’syinﬂuence (whli)le daily or monthly
Jack Jennings, and Kati Haycock have in . readership measures might be better, they
common, you would say they are all contrib- tO p ICS. are not available for all blogs) but it does

utors to K—12 education policy debates, oft

quoted in the nation’s leading newspapers.

But what about Will Richardson, Joanne Jacobs, and Eduwon-
kette? If these names are unfamiliar to you, it’s time to visit the
education blogosphere. As a relatively new education blogger
myself (at the Thomas B. Fordham Institute’s Flypaper blog), let
me be your guide.

Blogs burst onto the scene in the late 1990s and gained major
momentum in the middle of this decade. By some estimates
there are now more than 100 million blogs worldwide. But while
reading and writing blogs is extremely popular—two blogging
sites (blogger.com and wordpress.com) each receive more web
traffic in the United States than the number-one online news-
paper (nytimes.com)—no single blog is reaching a mass audi-
ence. For example, Daily Kos, one of the most prominent
political blogs on the net, pulls in only 0.027 percent of the global
web audience in a given period, versus 0.87 percent that read
nytimes.com. More than 1,600 web sites in the U.S. get more
traffic than Daily Kos; nytimes.com, meanwhile, is ranked
number 24. (These data all come from alexa.com.) Blogs rep-
resent the “long end of the tail” of the media; a new form of
mass communication this is not.

And at the far end of that long tail sits the education blogos-
phere, a niche within a niche, with as many as 30,000 blogs. Joan-
nejacobs.com, written by a former San Jose Mercury News reporter
and columnist, is among its leading lights, yet is ranked lower than

show the “authority” given to a site by
other bloggers. In this world, links are
the coin of the realm, and the more the better.

So what are these education bloggers blogging about? Will
Richardson, whose site is the top education blog, informs
teachers about how to integrate technology into the class-
room. That’s a common theme: 6 of the top 10 education
blogs focus on technology-related topics. Joannejacobs.com is
more ecumenical, linking to and commenting on daily news-
paper articles and other blog posts and providing a forum for
others to do the same. Some write about instructional prac-
tice, typically with a clear progressive bent. The Fischbowl, for
instance, describes itself as “a staff development blog for Ara-
pahoe High School [CO] teachers exploring constructivism and
21st century learning skills.”

Perhaps the most interesting among the top 10 education
blogs is Students 2.0. As its name implies, the site is penned by
pupils from around the world who submit entries to the blog’s
editors. In some ways, its credo is radical, decrying the expec-
tation that students be “widgets for the vast machine of indus-
try.” Yet the site is also refreshingly committed to high standards.
Consider this statement. “Every post is reviewed for quality: not
just anything will be accepted. You will find no improper
grammar or truncated ideas here. In fact, you may well learn
a thing or two about excellence in writing; we certainly hope
you are willing to learn from a generation of student teachers.”
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If none of these blogs is familiar to you, don’t fret. Readers
of Education Next are probably more likely to be drawn to edu-
cation policy sites, none of which reach “top 10” status among
education blogs overall (see Table 2). Here the masters of the
(blog) universe are all wonks: Eduwonkette, Eduwonk, and The
Education Wonks, and two of the three are anonymous wonks,
or used to be. The story of Eduwonkette is particularly illumi-
nating; she was recently revealed to be Jennifer Jennings, a
graduate student in sociology at Columbia University. Rather
than merely toiling away in the vineyards of the American
Educational Research Association, writing papers for fellow aca-
demics, she recently overtook Eduwonk as the top education
policy blogger, even though her competitor is a former Clin-
ton White House aide and cofounder of a major Washington
education think tank. It’s clichéd to say that the Internet evens
the playing field and makes the traditional trappings of power
and influence obsolete, but so it is.

Further to that point, it’s also striking that the major educa-
tion interest groups aren’t yet bigtime players in the blogosphere.

While the United Federation of Teachers, the American Feder-
ation of Teachers, and the National School Boards Association
all have active blogs, none makes the top 10 lists.

And while the teacher-oriented blogs seem to skew toward
a constructivist worldview, the policy blogs are more balanced
between Left and Right. Eduwonk and the Quick and the Ed
write from the center-left; Intercepts, Flypaper, and Jay P.
Greene come from the center-right. (The latter two were
launched this past spring and are steadily moving up in the
rankings.) In this way, the blogosphere seems to mimic real life,
where most teachers skew progressive in their educational
philosophy, but policy debate is more evenly balanced.

There’s one other way that the Net mirrors reality: the
lack of a prominent parent blog. This isn’t to say that parents
aren’t blogging; there are plenty of local or issue-specific par-
ent blogs around. But there’s no significant parent voice in the
national online conversation, just as there’s no national par-
ent advocacy group in Washington. That’s a real shame; some-
one should blog about it. ll

Tracking the Top Blog (Table 1) Education blogs by rank, August 2008

Technorati
Blog Author(s) Authority Score
Weblogg-ed Will Richardson, author, Blogs, Wikis, Podcasts and Other Powerful 850
Web Tools for Classrooms
Joanne Jacobs Joanne Jacobs, former San Jose Mercury News reporter and columnist 788
Cool Cat Teacher Vicki Davis, teacher in the Westwood Schools in Camilla, Georgia 531
2¢ Worth David Warlick, former teacher and founder of The Landmark Project 529
Speed of Creativity Wesley Fryer, former teacher and now director of technology 462
and education outreach for the Oklahoma Heritage Association
Dangerously Irrelevant Dr. Scott McLeod, coordinator of the educational administration 443
program at lowa State University
Edu.blogs Ewan Mclintosh, teacher and professional development provider in Edinburgh, Scotland 406
Fischbowl Karl Fisch, teacher at Arapahoe High School (Centennial, CO) 323
Students 2.0 K-12 students from around the world 266
The Thinking Stick Jeff Utecht, technology specialist, Shanghai American School 243

Note: Authority score is the number of unique blogs that have linked to that blog within the past 180 days, as measured by technorati.com.

SOURCES: Selections culled by author from a list of the “Top 50 education blogs” available at Dangerously Irrelevant. Authority scores from technorati.com.

Wonkfest (Table 2) Education policy blogs by rank, August 2008

Technorati
Blog Author(s) Authority Score
Eduwonkette Jennifer Jennings, doctoral student, Columbia University 179
Eduwonk Andrew Rotherham, cofounder, Education Sector 165
The Education Wonks Anonymous (EdWonk, TeacherWonk, and TeenWonk) 129
The Quick and the Ed Kevin Carey and others, Education Sector 103
Intercepts Mike Antonucci, Education Intelligence Agency 89
Matthew Tabor Matthew Tabor, independent college admissions counselor 82
Schools Matter Jim Horn, PhD (affiliation unknown) 82
This Week In Education Alexander Russo, former Capitol Hill staffer 82
Flypaper The Education Gadfly team (including author), Thomas B. Fordham Institute 79
Jay P. Greene Jay P. Greene, University of Arkansas Department of Education Reform (and others) 76

Note: Authority score is the number of unique blogs that have linked to that blog within the past 180 days, as measured by technorati.com.

SOURCES: Author. Authority scores from technorati.com.
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